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OLD TESTAMENT STUDY IN SWITZERLAND. 

I. FRENCH SWITZERLAND. 

By Rev. Nathaniel I. Rubinkam, Ph. D., 

Basel, Switzerland. 

I have been asked by the Editor of the Student for an 
account of Old Testament work and workers in Switzerland. 
Having just returned from a visit to the university centers 
of French Switzerland, the material collected will occupy the 
limits allowed to this sketch, and I will leave the interesting 
subject of German Switzerland for another writing. 

As is well known, Switzerland has seven universities, three 
in German Switzerland, Basel, Berne and Zurich, and three 
in French Switzerland, Geneva, Lausanne and Neuchatel,* 
with Freiburg on the border between French and German 
Switzerland, where each professor gives his lectures in the 
language in which he announces them. The theology at 
Freiburg is entirely Catholic. Berne has both a Catholic and 
a Protestant Theological Faculty. All the other Swiss Uni- 
versities are entirely Protestant. 

The universities, however, do not provide the entire theo- 
logical training in Switzerland. The small territory of 
French Switzerland supports six theological faculties. Be- 
sides the theological faculties of the universities of Geneva, 
Lausanne and Neuchatel, which educate students for the 
national (established) church, each of these cities has an inde- 
pendent theological faculty, viz. : those of the Free Church 
{^glise Libre) in Lausanne and Neuchatel and the independent, 
6cole de Th6ologie of Geneva. 

The students of these independent faculties supply the 
Eglise Libre of French Switzerland and of France, or if they 
enter the national Reformed Church of France they first go to 
Paris or Montauban for their diplomas. 

On my recent visit it was my pleasure either to hear, or to 
confer personally, with the professors in Old Testament work 
in each of the six faculties referred to. Speaking broadly, 

•Nettch&tel still retains the name of Acad^ie. 
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the professors of the Universities follow the advanced critical 
school of Germany in Old Testament work. Neither minis- 
ter nor theological professor in the National Church of Switz- 
erland is required to subscribe to any Confession, and no 
professor is asked to square his exegesis with any dogmatic 
position. The Old Testament professors in the Free theo- 
logical faculties occupy a moderate critical position, consistent 
with their connection with a church pronouncedly conserva- 
tive and their zeal for the spiritual welfare of the students. 
The l^glise Libre is dependent for its life largely upon the 
efforts of the professors in its theological faculties, and its 
professors feel their vital connection with the church. 

In the University of Geneva the Old Testament work is 
done by Prof. E. Montet. During the present winter he has 
been reading the second part of Isaiah (40-66), the first Book 
of Kings and the History of Israel, besides giving a course 
in Hebrew grammar and one hour a week in comparative 
Semitic grammar. He has published a small outline of He- 
brew grammar, besides one or two treatises on Old Testament 
themes.* 

When I entered the Oratoire in Geneva, where the lectures 
of the Ecole de Th^ologie are held, there were a number of 
striking contrasts to the university methods, such as the devo- 
tional exercise at the beginning of the lecture in place of 
short and formal Mein Herrn or Messieurs of the universities ; 
also the free intercourse between professors and students in 
asking and answering questions. The greatest contrast is 
the prescription of the course. The students have a course 
laid out for them and have no choice but to attend the lectures 
prescribed from nine to twelve o'clock each day. The stu- 
dent is not his own master as is a university student. These 
suggest problems for study in educational work. 

The Old Testament chair in the £.cole de ThMogie has been 
occupied since 1886 by the accomplished Prof. A. J. Baum- 
gartner. He is a young man, in his thirties, but has already 
done much literary work. He translated Strack's Hebrew 

* 6tude litteraire et critique sur le livre du prophete Joel. Geneve, 1877. 
Essai sur les origins des partis Saduceen et Pharisien et leur histoire jusqu'i 
li naissance de Jesus Christ. Paris, 1883. 
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Grammar into French and used it in his classes until he was 
relieved of drill work by being given an assistant in Hebrew 
instruction. 

He has prepared also a short Introduction to the Hebrew 
langfuage,* and edited the Commentary on Joel by Eugfene le 
Savoureux.f Two years ago he received the degree of Doctor 
of Philosophy from Leipzig on account of his critical work 
on the Proverbs. The present winter he is giving an exege- 
sis of Ecclesiastes, I Kings iS-H Kings 8, and special intro- 
duction to the prophetical books and Hagiographa. He also 
conducts an Institutum Judaicum at his residence, reading 
with the students "Jesus Christus in Thalmud," by Laible 
and Dalman. He is one of the teachers of the present day 
who carry into their work the influence of Franz Delitzsch. 

I happened in Lausanne when Prof. Vuilleumier of the 
University was giving an Exegesis of Isaiah 53. Besides 
Deutero-Isaiah, he is reading the Book of Judges, and lectur- 
ing on Biblical Theology in the Old Testament. Prof. Vuil- 
leumier is joint editor with Prof. Asti6 of the ^glise Libre of 
the "Revue de Th^ologie et de Philosophic," published at 
Lausanne. 

The Old Testament chair of the Faculty of the £.glise Libre 
at Lausanne is ably filled by Prof. Lucian Gautier. Like 
almost every professor of Hebrew and Old Testament in 
French Switzerland, he studied in Germany. He was also a 
pupil of Franz Delitzsch. He gives the impression of an 
earnest and yet cautious student of the present-day criticism. 
In reference to the two most recent Introductions, that of 
Driver and that of Cornill, he remarked, in our interview, 
that they showed that we are not yet prepared to make an 
Introduction to the Old Testament 

Prof. Gautier is an acceptable preacher in Lausanne and 
an active friend of the Church. As to his publications, be- 
sides the translation of an Arabic text % which procured for 

• Introduction a I'^tude de la langue Hebraique. Apergu histoire et philo- 
log^que. Pp. 96. Paris. Librarie Fischbacher. 

f Le Prophete Joel. Introduction critique traduction et commentaire avec 
un index bibliographique public d'apres les notes de Eugene le Savoureux. 

\ Ad-Dourra al-Fftkhira, la Perle Prdcieuse de Ghaz&li, traitd d'eschatolog^e 
Mussulmane. Genfeve, Bale, Lyon. 1878. 
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him the Doctorate, he has recently published a work on Eze- 
kiel.* 

In his Old Testament exegesis, instead of confining him- 
self to one or two books in a term, he gives an exegesis of 
extracts from each Old Testament book, thus, in the theolog- 
ical course, covering the whole Old Testament. The present 
winter he is thus covering all the prophetical writings, read- 
ing Introduction to the Old Testament and teaching Hebrew 
grammar. 

In order to give a preliminary year to Hebrew, etc., the 
theological course is four years. At Neuchatel I heard Prof. 
Perrochet, of the Acad^mie, teach a class in Hebrew from a 
book prepared by himself from Kautzsch's Manuel.f The 
Acad^mie at Neuchatel, unlike the universities, admits begin- 
ners in Hebrew and adapts the instruction to them by making 
two divisions of theological students. Prof. Perrochet during 
the present winter is also giving exegetical lectures on I and 
II Samuel and the Pentateuch, and Prof. Ladame, The His- 
tory of Israel and Archaeology. In the Independent Faculty 
of Neuchatel Prof. H. de Rougemont takes the Old Testament 
exegetical work, and during the present winter is reading 
Joshua, Jeremiah, Proverbs, besides the cursive reading of 
Hebrew texts. 

Prof. Monvert is reading the History of Israel and Old 
Testament Introduction. Biblical Theology is taught by the 
able Prof. Gretillat, whose Expose de ThMogie Syst^matique , 
(4 Vols.) has just appeared. The Theological course is here 
two years, but for third and fourth years the student is rec- 
ommended to study in Germany or Scotland. The famous 
and venerable Dr. Friederic Godet is still a member of the 
Independent Faculty of Neuchatel, and reads one hour a week. 
He is still a hard worker in his study, and is at present con- 
ducting the publication of an annotated Bible,:]: comprising 
an introduction to each book with a new translation and 
notes. The Prophetical Books and Pentateuch are now 

* La Mission der Prophete fizdchiel. Pp. 376. Lausanne, 1891. 

f Exercises H6breiix d'apres le Manuel H6breu-Allemand E. Kantzsch, mis 
en correlation avec la grammaire hebraique de Preiswerk. Par A. Perrochet. 

\ La Bible annot^e par une society de theologiens et de pasteurs. NeucMtel. 
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ready. In one of my delightful interviews with Dr. Godet, 
I asked his opinion as to the necessity of preparatory courses 
in Hebrew for students intending to enter a theological sem- 
inary, stating that in America, until lately, the student did 
not think of studying Hebrew until he entered upon his three 
years' seminary course, and that still there is a feeling in 
many college faculties against a Hebrew course in college, the 
seminary course being considered sufficient for this branch. 
"Oh, no," he said warmly, "it is too little, too little, the 
student should have a knowledge of Hebrew before entering 
upon his theological course. We require a student to be able 
to read six chapters in the Hebrew Bible before he enters our 
course. Thus only can a student get the real benefit of the 
theological school." 

Prof. Baumgartner, referred to above, recently published 
an address upon Hebrew Instruction among Protestants* 
which is very suggestive. The historical part shows that it 
has been the churches of the Reformation which have laid 
the greatest stress upon the necessity of instruction in the 
Hebrew tongue, and which have required oi their ministry a 
knowledge of the original languages of the Old Testament. 
He quotes the law in Germany by which a student, upon en- 
tering the theological department of a university, must pre- 
sent his gymnasium (college) certificate of proficiency in 
Hebrew or make up the deficiency and submit to an exam- 
ination. f He makes a strong plea for better preparation in 
Hebrew on the part of students entering upon theological 
courses. 

In America, the Hebrew summer schools, the prizes offered 
by some seminaries for proficiency in Hebrew, andthitro en- 
duction of Hebrew as an elective in some colleges, have 
awakened a greater interest in Old Testament study. The 
question is perhaps worth considering whether our theological 
faculties should bring about a uniform result in this respect 
by making a knowledge of the rudiments of Hebrew a requi- 
site for admission to the Theological seminaries. 

* De renseignement de I'Hebreu chez les Protestants k partir de I'^poqtie de 
la reformation. Genfeve, 1889. 
t The same is true of Switzerland. 
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